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PREFACE. 


| CEN HEIM Y I was called 
W F/; 10 the Aſſiſtance of a 
. Friend, I made choice 
of the following D 5 
courſe; as judging it 
a Subject in itſelf of the higheſt Im- 
portance to be rightly underſtood; and 
eſpecially, becauſe it hath been lately 
fo much controverted and oppoſed in 
Print. 
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It was firſt preachd to my own 
private =; hiv before the Riſe 
of this Debate, without giving Of- 


fence to any that I know of; but ra- 


ther, as I hope, with the Approbation 
and Advantage of the Hearers :. And 
T perſuade myſelf, it may be yet fur- 
ther uſeful to as many as will ſeriouſly 
and impartially confider it in the 
way 1t now appears. . 


The Reader ought to be informed, 
that it is in a manner extorted from 
me by the loud Clamours raiſed a- 
gainſt it; which, as. many of my 
Friends have thought, have made the 
Publication of it neceſſary, to vindi- 
cate the Sermon from the Miſconſtru- 
ctions put upon it. And, that I may 
avoid the Charge of unfair Dealing, 
T have ſuffered it to paſs without an 
Alterations or Corrections ha 
ever. 


I 
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T hope therefore the candid Reader 
will the more freely pardon ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as may appear to be inaccu- 
rate. He will do this the more wil- 
lingly, when he confiders the good In- 
tention of the Preacher ; and that the 
whole Tenor of the Diſcourſe tends 
directly to promote the great, and 
moſt eſſential Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity. 


They who may poſſibly have miſ}uok 
ny Meaning, by not hearing diſtinctly 
the whole of what was ſaid; or for 
want of due Attention; or who have 
been impoſed upon through Miſreports 
concerning it, have here an Opportu- 


nity fairly offered to undeceive them- 
ſelves. 


To thoſe who have been fo raſh as 
zo cenſure me with much Severity for 
preferring the moral before the po- 


ſitive 


[ vi 


ſitive or inſtrumental Part of Chri- 


ſtianity, I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, 
but what was ſpoken by our bleſſed 
Lord, upon a like Occaſion; If they 
had known what this meaneth, I 
will have mercy, and not ſacrifice, 
they would not have condemned the 


guiltleſs. 


* Matt. xii. 7. 
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TITUS ü. IT, 12. 


For the Grace of God, that bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared unto all 
Men; 

Tracking ts, that denying Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Lufts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, ri 2 and godly in 
this preſent World. 


HE Word * Grace in Scri- 
pture, hath ſeveral very 
differentSignifications; but 
all of them implying ſome- 
ching of that which in cur 
Language we mean by the 
Word Favour, This is the ſtrict and pro- 
per Senſe of it; and it is commonly made 


© Ni 
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[ 2 ] 
uſe of in repreſenting to us the Favour 
and Kindneſs of God towards Mankind. 
This is the Term the Angel uſes in 
his Addreſs to the bleſſed Virgin: b Fear 
not, Mary; forthou haſt found Favour with 
God, And in the next Chapter, tis ſaid of 
Jeſus, that he ©increaſed in Wiſdom and 
Stature, and in Favour with God and Men. 
The ſame Expreſſion {till retain'd. 

For this general Senſe, the d Places in 
the New Teſtament are many; as will 
cafily appear to ſuch as are capable of 
comparing our Engliſh Verſion with the 
Original. 

With the ſame Term St. Paul expreſſes 
his Thankfulneſs to God for the happy 
Converſion both of Fews and Gentiles, 
and for our Victory over Death, through 
our Lord Je Chriſt; as allo on other 
Occaſions of a like Nature. © 

But that which is more eſpecially to 
be noted, for explaining and confirming 
of the Senſe that I ſhall give you of the 
Place before us, is, that it is generally 
applied by the ſacred Authors of the 


Luke i. 30. Chap. ii. ver. 52. 


Acts it. 47. Ch. vii. 10, 46. xv. 40, Xxiv. 27. 
* XXV. 3, 9. Rom. iv. 4. | 


» "Rom. vi. 17. 1 Cor. xv. 57. 2 Cor. i. 14. 
Ch. viii. 16. ix. 15. 1 Tim. i. 12. 


- 


Now 


1 


31 
New Teſtament to ſignify God's infinite 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion towards us, 
in thoſe equitable and rational, thoſe 
mild and gentle Terms of Salvation, 
which are laid beſore us in the bleſſed 
Goſpel. 

By this the holy Goſpel, and the juſt 
and ealy Methods of Salvation therein 
publithed, are very frequently delcribed ; 
lometimes by the Word alone, and at other 
times with ſome additional Expreſſion ; 
as, the Grace of God, the Grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. * 

Thus St. Paul, in his pathetick Ex- 
hortation to the Epheſjan Chriſtians aſ- 
ſembled at Miletus, tells them, That the 
End of his Miniſtry was, 8 to teſtify the 
Goſpel of the Grage of God, i. e. the Di- 
vine Favcur, as publiſhed in the Go/pel; 
to which he afterwards recommends 
them, at his parting with them: h Aud 
now, Brethren, I recommend you to God, 
and to the Word of his Grace. And in 
the ſame Terms he perſuades the Chri- 
ſtians at i Antioch, to continue in God's 
Grace. 


PS 6. Col i. 7. Ach xv. 1, 


s Acts XX. 24. 
b Yer. 32. 


i Ch. Xiil. 43. 
B 3 This 
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[4 ] 
This alſo is what he means by the k E- 


lection of Grace. And to the fame Pur- 
poſe he tells the Theſſalonians," that God 


hath given us everlaſting conſolation, and 


good hope, thro Grace: And in another 


Place, ® That being juſtified by his Grace, 
we ſhould be made heirs, according to the 
hope of eternal Life. | 

Tis undoubtedly the Religion of the 
Goſpel that St. Peter means, by what he 
tells the Chriſtians diſpers'd throughout 
the Leſſer Aſia; This is the true Grace 
of God whercin ye ſtand. 

And thus the Goſpel is deſcrib'd, as it 
ftands in oppoſition to the Law. In this 
manner St. John expreſſes it; * The Law 
was given by _ but Grace and Truth 
came by Feſus Chriſt. | 

In theſe Words St. Paul alſo gives us 
the very ſame Diſtinction; PpVe are not 
ander the Law, but under Grace. And' 
thus he ſpeaks to thoſe Jewiſh Chriſtians 
who 1o earneſtly contended for the Ob- 
ſervation of their ancient Rites ; 41 mar- 
vel that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him 


* Rom. xi. 5. 

! 2 Theſi. ii. 16. 
7. 

» 1 Pet. v. 13. 

5 — i. 17. 

P Rom. vi. 14, 15. 
1 Gal. i. 6. 


that 


[5 ] | 
that called you into the Grace of Chriſt, 
unto another Goſpel. And again, * M hoſo- 
ever of you are juſtified by the Law, ye 
are fallen from Grace. 

hen St. Peter told the Phariſees, 
who would have put that Tote upon the 
Neck of the Diſciples, That the Reli- 
gion of the Goſpel was ſufficient for their 
Safety, he thus expreſs'd his Judgment 
of the Matter; *We believe that through 
the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt we ſhall 
be ſaved; i. e. by the Goſpel. 


From all theſe Paſſages compared to- 
gether, it evidently appears, that by 
the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, 
muſt be meant, The kind and favoura- 
ble, the good and faving Method of Re- 
ligion, which God hath cauſed to be laid 
before us in the Goſpel. 

And now, what is the End of this 
good Religion? Why, the Apoſtle here 
plainly tells us, that it was to bring 
Men back from their Follies and Super- 
ſtitions, from their Vices and Irregula- 
rities, to a reaſonable Service, to a 
Life of Holineſs and Virtue, that de- 
nying Ungodlineſs, &c. 


Gal. v. 4. 
Acts xv. 10, 11. 
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The Diſpute which was then on Foot, 
about the Neceſſity of obſerving Circum- 
ciſſon, and other poſitive Inſtitutions in 
the Law of Moſes, was the thing which 
gave occaſion to St. Paul to expreſs him- 
ſelf after this manner, as appears plainly 
from ſeyeral Paſſages in this Epiſtle. 


In the very Entrance he ſtiles the 
Chriſtian Religion, Ihe Truth which is 
after Godlineſs; or that which was ori- 
ginally deſign'd, and hath a natural 
Tendency to promote a Life of Holineſs. 
For which reaſon it is alſo ſtiled imme- 
diately a found Doctrine And to be 
Y ſound in the Faith, is there allo men- 
tioned in dire& oppoſition to all thoſe 
carnal Ordinances which ſome of them 
ſo earneſtly contended for: And in par- 
ticular to the Diſtinction of Meats and 
Drinks, clean, and unclean. All theſe 
things are now to be look'd upon as yery 
inſignificant; for, lays he, * Unto the 
pure all things are pure. 


Titus therefore is admoniſh'd not to 
trouble the Diſciples with any of theſe 


C 2 R- box. 

Ver. q. 

Ver. iz. 

v Per. 15. 

frivolous 


L271 
frivolous Matters, but to ſpeak the things 
which become * /ound Doctrine. 

This, he tells him,) was the main 
Intention of our Saviour 74% Chriſt, 
who gave himſelf for us, that he might 
redeem ts * all iniquity, and purify 
unte himſelf 
Good Works : Theſe things, ſaid the Apo- 
ſtle, /peak and exbort. | 

And in the next Chapter he proceeds 
in like manner to preſs the ſtricteſt Ob- 
ſervation of all Moral Duties: * This is 
a faithful ſaying ; and theſe things I will 
that thou aff:rm conflantly, that they who 
have believed in God, might be careful 
to maintain Good Works: * And to avoid 
fooliſh queſtions, and genealogies, and con- 
tentions, and ſtrivings about the Law, for 
they are unprofitable and vain. 


So that it appears plainly from the 


whole Scope of St. Paul's Diſcourſe upon 


the Nature of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
That it was not the Divine Intention, 
by ſending Chriſt into the World, to 
increaſe the Number of Religions Rites, 
or to ratify the oi by any new Com- 


I. ii. 1. „„ 
* Chap. ii. 8. 
1 Ver. g. 


mands, 


a peculiar people, zealous of 
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1 
mands, or ſtronger Sanctions; or to 
make other Ordinances of the like Na- 
ture with thoſe before appointed; or 
to lay upon ou Shoulders any other 
Burdens of that kind, in the room of 
thoſe which he had cauſed to be removed 
and laid aſide. 

He hath told us, in another place, 
that the Chriſtian Religion doth not 
conſiſt in things of that Nature, but in 
Matters of much greater Importance; 
bThe Kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt - For he that in theſe 
things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, 
and approved of men. | 

And in like manner St. Job» aſſures 
us, that © For this purpoſe the Son of God | 
was manifeſted, that he michs e the Xl 
works of the devil. | 


Inſtead of thoſe antiquated Rites, we IE 
are now called to the careful Obſerva- 
tion of all natural and moral Duties; to 
obey the Laws of Reaſon, and to follow 
the Dictates of a pure Conſcience; to 
abſtain from all Iniquity and Vice, and 
to exerciſe ourſelves in a conſtant Habit 
of Temperance, Juſtice, and Piety. 


d Rom xiv. 17, 18. 
© x John iii. 8. 
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T confeſs there are ſeyeral Outward 
Ordinances, and one or two. Poſitive 
Inſtitutions, eſtabliſh'd in the Goſpel : 
But the external Parts of Worſhip are 
to be regarded only as they are uſeful, 
and in ſome ſort neceſſary, for attaining 
the Knowledge, and for the better im- 


provement of the more ſpiritual and 
ſubſtantial Duties. 


Theſe may be accounted proper 
Means or Inſtruments of Religion; but 
they are not the Thing itſelf, or the 
End aim'd at by the Publication of 
the Goſpei. 


The two peculiar Inſtitutions men- 
tion'd there, as they are abſolutely void of 
any real or intrinſick Virtue in them- 
ſelyes, or conſidered abſtractedly from 
thoſe inward Diſpoſitions of the Heart, 
with which they ought, and are ſuppoſed 
to be performed: So tis very manifeſt, 
from all Accounts the Scripture gives us of 
them, that it was only for promoting 
theſe holy Ends and Purpoſes that we 
are at all obliged to the Obſervance of 
them. Theſe therefore are the main 
things to be regarded. 

C It 
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It would be very ſtrange if any one 
ſhould ſeriouſly affirm, that the ſprink- 
ling of our Bodies, or the plunging 
them in Water, is of equal Value with 
the purifying our Souls by Repentance, 
Faith in Chriſt, and a ſincere Obedience 


to his Holy Laws. 4 


And what Opinion could we have 
of that Man's Underſtanding, who could 
compare the drinking a little Wine, and 
cating a bit of Bread © with the grate- 
ful Commemoration of Chriſt's Death, 


4 7 f bee ix 77 GamriouatOr, 5 THY oupxa 
J Aden To 0G ut paidepre ; bamTionTs THY , «78 
dd x md aMeoretias, and olive, £70 lieus, 4) ids 
T7 oops, xavagv tn. Ju. Mart. Dial. Tryph. 
fol. 40. Ed. Steph. For whtt is the Advantage of 
that Baptiſm which purifies the Fleſh and the Body 
only ? Cleanſe Ye the Soul from Wrath, and from 
Covetouſneſs, from Envy, from Hatred; and 
then, behold, the Body is clean. , 


Non per id quod recte foris oblatum eſt Sacrifi- 
cium, ad ſe ducit Deum, intus habens peccatum: 
nec oblatio talis proderit ei aliquid, ſed ceſſatio 
mali, quod eſt intus conceptum. Tren. lib, iv. c. 34. 
He who retains Sin in his Heart, doth not reconcile God 
to * by that Sacrifice which is offer'd up exter- 
nally, the it be exattly according to the Inſlitution : 
Nor will ſuch an Oblation profit him any thing, but bis 
refraining from the Iniquity which is of the Heart. 


intended 


[ 22 ] 
intended by it ; or that extenſive Love 
and Charity which he commands us to 


put in practice, and to copy after his. 


Example ? 


Can the Obſervation of theſe, or any 


other Inſtitutions of a like Nature, be 
eſteem'd as uſeful and meritorious as 
the Cultivation of our Souls in Moral 
Virtues? Or can we judge it. ſuitable to 
the Divine Wiſdom, in ſending into 
the World a Spirit ſuperior to all crea- 


ted Beings, on purpoſe to teach Man- 


kind ſuch kinds of Rites or Offices as 
have not in themſelves any natural Ten- 
dency either to enlighten our Under- 
ſtandings, or to enlarge or exalt our 


Powers and Capacities ? 


The Apoſtle, as appears by the ſeve- 
ral Paſſages before cited out of this E- 
piſtle, had his Eye upon the Controver- 
ſy then on foot, about the Ritual Pre- 
cepts, and Poſitive Injunctions in the 
Law of Moſes; for which the Chriſtians 
educated in that Way did then ſo zea- 


louſly contend. 


And how is it that he argues againſt 
hoſe Perſons ? Doth he tell them, that 
C 2 we 
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[ 12 
we have now no further Need of thoſe 
ancient carnal Inſtitutions, by affirming 


that we have more or better of one 
Lord's Appointment ? 


And what muſt the Jewiſh Lealots, 


who maintain'd the Neceſſity of ſuch 


Obſervances, have thought of our A- 
poſtle's Reaſoning, if he ſhould attempt 
to ſubſtitute in their room the Obſer- 
vation of ſome other Rites, of no more 
intrinſick Virtue, than thoſe which he 
required ſhould be laid aſide ? 


Would not they reply upon him, 
that it was no more poſlible, in the Na- 
ture of Things, for the River Streams, 
or the Fountain Waters, than for the 
t Blood of bulls and goats, to take away 
Sins; and that 'they could not poſſibly 
conceive how the Bread and Wine in the 
Lord's Supper ſhould have more Holi- 
neſs and Virtne in them, than there 
might be found in their Paſchal Lamb, 


with the anleavened Bread, and. bitter 
Herbs ? 


All this the Apoftle eaſily foreſaw 

might well have been retorted, had he 
F Hed. x. 4. 

| gone 


| 
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gone about to ſet up one Religious Rite 
in Oppoſition to another. 


But inſtead of pleading for the Abo- 
lition of thoſe ancient Inſtitutions, in 
a2 Method fo very liable to Exception, 
he aſſures them, that God had higher, 
nobler Views in ſending Chriſt into the 
World, and that the main Intention of 
his Miſſion was, to bring Men back to 
a ſtrict Regard for all Natural and Mo- 
ral Duties. 


This is viſibly he Deſign of Chriſtia- | 


nity, as will appear to any one who ſhall 
impartially conſult the ſacred Writers of 
the New Teſtament. 


And yet, notwithſtanding this, it is 
obſeryable, that in all Ages and Coun- 


tries, the Generality of Mankind have 


been more regardful of Rites and Cere- 
monies, and religious Iuſſitutions, than 
of their Natural and Moral Duties. 


The common Multitude, and thoſe 
of whateyer Quality or Condition, whoſe 
Parts and Underſtandings are not rais'd 
aboye the Vulgar, are yery apt to fall 
into this Miſtake ; as being wa more 


by 
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by Senſe than Reaſon, and eaſily ſedu- 
ced by Shew and outward Appearances. 


They of better Learning, Parts, and 
Education, by their Writings and Diſ- 
courſes, whether by Deſign or otherwiſe, 
have largely contributed to lead the 
Rabble into this Deceit. And, to con- 
firm them in their Errors, they have 
too frequently and earneſtly exerciſed 
their Wit and Zeal in vindicating and 
adorning this Province. 


Almoſt all the World have agreed in 
the firſt and moſt concerning Principles 
of natural Religion: But the Struggles 
and Diſputes ariſe from the Differences 
and Diſtinctions on the other Heads. 


And whatever poſitive Inſtitutions, 
Rites, or Modes of Worſhip are taken 
up, countenanc'd and eftabliſh'd in any 
Chriſtian Country, to theſe the chief 
Promotions and Rewards are uſually al- 


lotted. 


This hath ſet the Learned at work, to 
apologize for and defend thoſe Ulages : 
And 'tis no wonder, that Men of ſupe- 


rior Talents, with vicious Inclinations, 
haye 


1 


15 ] 
have been tempted by Wealth, Prefer- 


ments, or Applauſes, to beſtow their 
Pains this way. 


Tis too notorious how much more 
apt Men are to imploy their Zeal and 
Labours upon the Moti ves of Intereſt, 
than thoſe of Duty ; and for their own 
private Honour and · Advantage, than 
for the Good and Benefit of others. 


Moral Duties are of themſelves, for 
the moſt part, ſo very obvious and con- 
vincing, as to be underſtood and fol- 
lowed by all ſuch as do in earneſt ſeek 
the Knowledge of their Duty, in order 
to their Practice. 


hack for this Reaſon, ſome well-de- 
ſigning 'Perfons may have judged it pro- 
per to imploy their Talents in explain- 
ing and recommending thoſe things, 
whoſe Uſefulneſs and Virtue is not ſo 
apparent. 


This was not the Judgment of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles: They inſiſted more 
frequently and copiouſſy upon Matters 
of a moral and eternal Obligation; en- 
deayouring, as much as poſſible, to re- 

{cue 


[ 16 ] 
ſcue Men from under the Dominion of 
Sin, and to reduce them to a Life of 
Righteouſneſs and Virtue; as he himſelf 
told us, that he came 8 70 heal the ſick, 
and call finners to repentance. 


And this, St. Paul hath alſo plainly 
told us in the Text, was the grand De- 
n of our Saviour's Miſſion, and the 
End of ee the we to the World; 
and this, I am firmly perſuaded, was 
the worthieſt End that could have been 


propoſed. 


That this was more worthy the De- 
ſign of God and Chriſt, and of greater 
Moment and Concern to Mankind, than 
any Rites and Ceremonics, any Modes and 
Forms of Worſhip, or than any mere po- 

tive Inſtitutions: If any one doubts, 
let him conſider with himſelf, 
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1. That Natural Religion, or thoſe 
Notions and Principles which our Rea- 
ſon dictates to us; and which the Go- 
ſpel hath reinforced upon us with the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments, and moſt powerful 
Motives, are prior to all poſitive Infti- 
tutions whatlocyer. 4 a 

s Mark ii. 17. 

Se From 
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From theſe Ideas we deduce the 


Knowledge of a God and Providence: 
By theſe our Underſtandings originally 


come to be informed that we ourſelves 
are deri ved from, and continue under 
the Government and Protection of ſome 
ſuperior Being, and that to Him we 
are accountable for the Conduct of our 
Lives. 6 


2. This is evidently the Foundation 
of all the Duties to which we hold our- 


ſelves oblig d: From theſe firſt Notices 


of things flow all the ſeveral Branches 
of our Duty both to God and Man. 


Theſe are previous to all Revelation: 
And *tis certain, that unleſs we have 
ſome tolerable Notions of Truth and 
Juſtice, Mercy and Benevolence, Cc. 
we are not capable of receiving the 
Knowledge or Aſſurance of Divine Re- 
velation: Nor can we give Credit to 
any thing whatever, pretending to be 
ſuch, which ſhall appear to us as con- 
tradictory to theſe Firſt Principles. 


3. The Principles of Natural Religion 
are more generally and univerſally 
known, than any Inſitutions whatſoever ; 

D They 
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They have been as clearly underſtood, 
and as readily aſſented to, by the com- 
mon People among the Fews and Hea- 
thens, as by their learned Rabbj's and 
Philoſophers: And every Chriſtian may 
as eaſily attain to the Knowledge of his 
Duty in theſe Matters, as our Doctors 
and Divines. 


4. Natural Religion, which conſiſts 
in Holineſs and Virtue, hath a more 
direct and better Influence upon the 
Happineſs of Mankind, than any mere 
politive Inſtitutions poſſibly can haye, 


Every ſingle Perſon, guided in his 
Behaviour by a ſincere Affection both 
to God and Man, and having all his 
Paſſions in a due Subordination to his 
Reaſon, truſting in God, and relying 
ſtedfaſtly upon his good Providence, be- 
ing juſtand faithful, merciful and righte- 
ous in all his Dealings with Mankind ; 
chaſte and temperate, diligent and fru- 
gal; free from Envy, Malice, and Dif 
content, ſhall not fail to receive imme- 
diate Benefit from theſe Divine and Mo- 
ral Virtues, by the inward Peace and 
Satisfaction of his own Mind; by the 
Fayour of his God, the reciprocal good 

Offices 
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Offices of his Neighbours and Corre- 
ſpondents, and a univerſal Eſtimation 
and Regard from all who ſhall be made 
acquainted with his Character and 
Merits, 


Happy ! beyond Expreſſion happy, 
would that Society or Nation be, where 
univerſal Righteouſneſs and Temperance, 
where mutual Love and Kindneſs, and 
all the other Moral Virtues, and Duties 
of natural Religion were generally. and 
conſtantly obſery'd and practiſed! 


Men can never be too zealous. and 


Jollicitous in. cultivating in their own 


Hearts, and in propagating among all 
others, theſe Princi — of Morality, 
and the mutual good Offices which na- 
turally ſpring up from theſe Seeds of 


irtue. 


A People thus influenced and affected 
will not fail to pay a reverend and due 
Regard to all Holy Inſtitutions, and 
Divine Appointments; and even to eve- 
ry human Ordinance, Which appears ne- 
ceſſary or ſerviceable to the great Ends 
and Ulſes of Religion. 


D 2 But 


[ 20 ] 


But we do not obſerye the like hap- 
Fruits from the moſt general and 
ſcrupulous Obſervation of any mere 
poſitive Duties; of any outward Ordi- 
nances or Inſtitutions, whether Human 
or Divine. i 


All theſe, we know, may be, and, 
alas! too often are moſt ſtrictly kept 
and practiſed by conſiderable Numbers, 
without any viſible Adyantages to the 


Happineſs either of themſelves, or o- 
thers. 


And, which is worſt of all, in thoſe 
Times and Countries where the People 
have been fired with an Exceſs of Zeal 
for things of this Nature, they have been 
ſeduced 3 Concern, to neglect or ſet 
aſide the Law of Nature, and drawn in to 
exerciſe, without Reluctance, the greateſt 
Cruelties and Barbarities upon their fel- 

low Creatures, 


Thus, when Men follow the Sugge- 
tions of their own ungodly Paſſions, 
their Pzzde, Avarice, and Revenge, they 
vainly hope to ſatisfy their Conſciences, 
and perſuade themſelyes, that while 

they 
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they are deſtroying and killing his moſt 
faithful Servants, they are offering up 
a moſt acceptable Sacrifice to God. 


But this is directly contrary both to 


Natural and Revealed Religion: For 


the Law of Nature preſcribes to all who 
are Partakers of the ſame Human Na- 
ture with ourſelves, all Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion, Kindneſs and Good-will ; 
Aud the end of the commandment is cha- 
rity, out of a pure beart, and of a good 
conſcience, and of faith unfeigned. 


Tis impoſſible that ever Men ſhould 
fall into ſuch groſs Errors, or be guilty 
of ſuch impious, and moſt inhuman 


Practices, if they had carefully attended 


to the Law of Nature, and the prime 
Attributes of God, his Goodneſs and Per- 
fections; or given Credit to Chri/t and 
his Apoſtles, who have ſo often told us, 
That Chriſt came not to aboliſh the Law 
of Nature and Morality ; but, on the 
contrary, to reinforce it. * 


The fundamental Error, which leads 
to all the ſuperſtitious Follies and Im- 


John xvi. 2. 
1 Tim. i. 5, 
* Matt. v. 17. 
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ieties that ever were committed under 
the Notion of Religion, conſiſts in mi- 
ſtaking the true Nature of God, and 
repreſenting him to ourſelyes as an Ar- 
bitrary Being; iſſuing out his Orders 
and Commands by an abſolute Will, with- 
out any regard to his infinite Viſdom 
and S | 


This leads Men, by Conſequence, to 
pay an undue Regard. to Rites and Ce- 
remonies, external Ordinances, and mere 
poſitive Inj unctions; overlooking at the 
lame time the weightier .Matters of the 
Law, and the wiſe Ends of Providence, 
in all the Revelations that God hath 
ever made to Men of the Way by 
which he would be worſhipped by them. 


There ſeems, tis true, to be a very 
great Weight laid upon the ceremonial 
Part of Worſhip among. the Fews of 
old; and the Laws relating to the ſe- 
veral Rites in uſe among them are 
penn'd in the ſtrongeſt Terms; inforced 
both with Rewards and Penalties, as 
cogent and compulſive as any that are 
mention'd in their Books; and ſuited 
to the Hopes, and Fears, and peculiar 
Genius of that People. | 

This, 


[ 23 ] 
2g 


This, no doubt, did contribute in 
ſome meaſure to lead them into ſome 
Miſtakes about thoſe things; and gave 
Occaſion to the Prophets to explain the 
Matter better, and to endeavour, if 
poſſible, to ſet them right in their O- 
pinions. 

They beſt knew the Mind of the 
Lord their God; and, as from his 
Mouth, they declared, that * To obey is 
better than ſacrifice, and to 'hearken thay 
the fat of rams. 


m q what purpoſe is the multitude of 
your ſacrifices unto me? ſaith the Lord. 
" Bring no more vain oblations, incenſe is 
an abomination unto me; the new=moons 
and ſabbaths, the calling of aſſemblies, I 
cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 
folemn meeting : Nour new-moons, and your 
appointed feaſts my foul hateth ; they are 
a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear 
them. *Waſh ye, make you clean, put a- 
way the evil of your doings from befare 


i 1 Sam. xv. 22. 
m Ta. i. 11. 

n Ver. 33, 14. 

* Ver. 16, 17. 
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mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
well: relieve the oppreſſed ; judge the fa- 
therleſs ;, plead for the widow. 


Thus we ſee that even in the Yewiſh. 
Religion, Moral Virtues are preferr'd by 
God himſelf to all their ancient Inſtitu- 
tions, and the mere Modes and Forms 
of Worſhip; And that to bring Men 
back to the Obſervation of all Moral 
Virtues was the great End of Chriſt's 
coming into the World, I hope cannot 
be doubted, after what hath been be- 
fore obſerved upon the Text. 


I know it has been ſaid, That the 
Chriſtian Inſtitutions, Baptiſm, and the 
Supper, Sc. are more to be conſi- 
dered and- regarded by us, than any 
other Duties: becauſe they are the only 
things which are peculiar to Chriſt's Diſ- 
ciples; the Laws and Duties of Natu- 
ral Religion being equally obligatory to 
all Mankind. 


But I ſee no Conſequence in this Ar- 
gument, unleſs 1t be the dire& Contrary 
to what 1t hath been brought to proye. 


It ſeems more rational to aſſert, that 
the Duties of Morality are of fo much 
by greater 
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greater Moment, as they are not only ſtrict- 
ly injoined by a poſitive Divine Command, 
but as they have moreover a natural and 
eternal Obligation, even excluſive of ſuch 
Commands, upon the Hearts and Con- 
{ſciences of Men. 


Theſe are they which Chriſt himſelf 
hath ſtiled Þ The weightier matters of 
the Law, in contradiſtinction to thoſe 
other Sorts of Duties: Theſe are the 
conſtant Subjects of his Sermons, Para- 
bles, and Diſcourſes to the People upon 
all Occaſions. | 


Theſe are the things in which he 
would have his Diſciples always to di- 
ſtinguiſn themſelves, above all others: 
Upon theſe he puts the Iſſue of our 
Trial at the Day of Judgment. a 


And theſe are the Duties moſt fre- 


quently and earneſtly preſſed upon us by 
all the holy Writers of the New Teſta- 


ment. 


The Perſuaſion of this Truth, That 
the chief Deſign of Chriſtianity was, not 
to teach us new Rites and Ceremonies, or 


Matt. xxiii. 23. 4 Matt. xxv. 34, Ec. 
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to impoſe upon us any mere arbitrary 
Injunctions; but to reſcue us from under 
the Dominion of Sin, and to oblige us 
to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and holily, 
will be very helpful to us, in clearing 
up ſome Doubts and Difficulties, which 
do frequently ariſe in conſidering of our 
Duty. 


This will teach us, that all /peculative 
Nations, and all pee Inſtitutions, ought 
always to be explain'd and regulated by 
the Laws of Nature and Morality ; but 
never on the contrary. 


When the actual Exerciſe of both 
theſe Sorts of Duties happens at any 
time to be inconſiſtent, and to interfere 
with one another, Moral Righteouſneſs 
ought always to be preferr'd : As, for 
Example; 

To aſſiſt a Neighbour in Diſtreſs, to 
fave him from Deſtruction, or his Cattle, 
or his Goods from periſhing, if a ſudden 
Exigence require our preſent Help in 
time of Publick Worſhip, we may law- 
fully and innocently abſtain from the 
Religious Aſſemblies, and omit our 
Prayers and Sacraments, on ſuch a juſt 
Occaſion. | 


And 


* 


J 


* 


* 
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And thus we may determine concern- 

ing all ſuch things as are merely poſi- 

tive, having no intrinfick Worth or Vir- 
tue in themſelves. 


But the other kind of Duties; fuch 
as the Love of God, and of our Neigh- 
bour, and all the Train of Virtues flow- 
ing from theſe great Principles of Reli- 
gion, never can be lighted or neglected, 
without offending God, and endanger- 
ing our Safety. 


This will teach us, that we ought not 
to eſteem ourſelves or others better Chri- 
ſtians, ſo much for ſhewing great Zeal), 
and for obſerving and contending for 
the Modes and Forms of Worſhip, for 
the Faith and Diſcipline of particular 
Communions, the outward Oeconomy 
of Church Government, or any mere 

ſitive or inſtrumental Part of Religion, 
as for that which hath now been proved 
to be the main Subſtance of it. And 
we may conclude, that the beſt Proof 
of an Orthodox Faith, is a holy and 
virtuous Lite. | 


This Notion, rightly underſtood, and 
thoroughly conſidered, will dilcover 
plaialy, That when Men contend for 

Ortho- 


FEY. of Faith, in contradidlicnis 
the Duty of Charity and Good-will to 
Men, we may aſſure ourſelves that they 
are ſo far heterodox, or unorthodox in 
their Behayiour, however favourably we 
may judge ol their Errors and Miſtakes; 
for an immoral and ungodly Life is the 5 
worſt and moſt dangerous of all Hereſies. 


Let me therefore earneſtly exhort you, 
that, giving all diligence, ye take care to 
r add fo your faith, pirtue $ and to virtue, 
knowledge; and to ' knowledge, tem rance 
and to temperance, patience. . and. iu pa. 
' Hlence, godlineſs, and to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs, 
charity For if theſe things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye ſhall 
neither be barren nor un uitfal in the 


knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
2 Pet. i. 5, Sc. 10 J GG 
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